Job Talks

1. Have talk prepared in advance. Talk should be different from writing sample, and different in topic. It should be accessible to a broader audience than your specialty. Should be self-contained and adaptable to different faculty and faculty/student audiences. Ceteris paribus. 

2. Master your talk. Memorize it if you can, but at least rehearse it until it becomes second nature. Time it to around 40 mins though recitation. Imagine giving the talk; check out room in advance if you can.   

3. If using power point, check your equipment and their equipment in advance. Slides should be illustrative, not merely bullet points repeated on handouts or slides of what you are reading. Rots the brain. 
4. Engage your audience through eye contact and gestures. Stand rather than sit.

5. Modulate voice and control speed of delivery. Throw in a couple of quotations/lines of poetry if appropriate.  Make it interesting but not gimmicky. Entertaining but not vaudeville. Just enough coffee. 

6. Anticipate natural and unnatural misunderstandings of your work and rehearse respectful ways to deal with them. Prepare phrases like ‘That’s a very interesting point/question, although I’m not sure exactly how it bears on my thesis,’ ‘I’m not familiar with idealist metaphysics, although I respect the tradition, but wonder how directly it bears upon questions of moral psychology etc.’

7. Dress smart but comfortable. Be yourself. Know your philosophy. 
