Philosophy 3130: Christian, Islamic, and Jewish Philosophy in the Middle Ages       
  
MW 5:50 PM - 7:05 PM
Room 211 – 23 St. building 

Instructor:



       

      
                                                                     

Office: VC 5-272; office phone (646) 312-4373

Email: 

Book to buy:

Forrest E. Baird. Medieval and Renaissance Philosophy, Sixth Edition. Pearson Prentice Hall. 

Course Description


For centuries referring to the Middle Ages was a way of building a frame, more than a frame, it was a way of throwing shame into exile. Historians used to refer to the Middle Ages as an exercise of chronological confinement, something that, after the glorious pagan past, was there as a dissonant interlude for an even more glorious future, the Renaissance.


It is only recently that contemporary historians have started to look back at this period as one of the most compelling ways of facing the burden of civilization, and, with civilization, of knowledge.

The Classic tradition had dwelled extensively on this latter concept. The Greek tradition is the one that asks “Why?” and “What?”, thus manifesting an insatiable hunger for the beginning of knowledge, for its very origin. Socrates inaugurated a way of arguing that will remain with us until today, Aristotle found in reason the most intimately human of all powers, Herodotus, the Greek historian, taught modernity how to engage in what we call etiology, the study of causes, of aitiai. The word oida, the past of the verb orao, “to see”, is translated “I know”, in the present tense. Having seen things was a way of knowing, of acquiring certainty, and that was, to borrow an expression from Berger, a way of seeing.

The Middle Ages changed precisely this; as an epoch it changed the ways of seeing.


In this course we will be dealing with some of the main elements that have been capable of shaping a specific vision of human thought and culture. Medieval philosophy is profoundly influenced by religious issues but it is nonetheless far from being exclusively a reflection on faith, or, more broadly, on religious issues. What is often framed in a religious context easily becomes a reflection on the ways in which a culture felt itself, starting from issues related to the importance of thought, reason, and logic, to the attention paid to time and memory, to a specific conception of morality and metaphysics.

We will consider these themes extensively working on a comparison between traditions –Christian, Islamic, and Jewish- that, although often similar, have found, in the course of the years, different responses to equally different and challenging questions.


As always in philosophy, the main attention will be given not to the answers we will be able to find, but on the debate that these readings have generated. Finding connections and common themes will provide us with the possibility of engaging in a dialogue with a past that does not cease to be contemporary.

Course Outline* Subject to Change 
01/30 Introduction

02/01 Prologue 1: Early Christianity pp. 1-10; and brief introduction on Plato
02/06 Justin Martyr, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian and Origen pp. 11-18
02/08 Prologue II: Other Foundational Documents; Philo of Alexandria pp. 19-22 

02/13 Lincoln’s Birthday observed College is Closed
02/15 Philo of Alexandria pp. 19-22 continued 
02/20 President’s Day College is closed
02/21 CLASSES FOLLOW MONDAY SCHEDULE
Basic ideas of Christianity; Plotinus pp. 27-35 
02/22 Augustine pp. 74-88 
02/27 Augustine pp. 89-116 
02/29 Early Medieval Philosophy; Aristotle (discussion); Boethius pp. 117-133 
03/05 Review Day
03/07 EXAM 1
03/12 Pseudo-Dionysius Areopagite pp. 36-45; John Scotus Eriugena pp. 134-142 
03/14 Islamic and Jewish Philosophy; Avicenna pp. 189-205 
03/19 Anselm and Gaunilo pp. 143-150
03/21 Al-Ghazali pp. 206-209; Peter Abelard pp. 151-172 
03/26 Averroes pp. 210-231 
03/28 Maimonides pp. 232-252 
04/02 Thirteenth-Century Philosophy pp. 253-254; Bonaventure pp. 274-294 
04/04 Thomas Aquinas pp. 307-332  
04/09 Spring Break

04/11 Spring Break

04/16 Review
04/18 EXAM 2
04/23 Aquinas pp. 338-356
04/25 Aquinas pp. 321-332
04/30 Aquinas pp. 357-367
05/02 Aquinas pp. 367-392
05/07 Late Medieval Philosophy; Duns Scotus pp. 409-439
05/09 William of Ockham pp. 440-447; pp. 453-463.                     

05/14 Review; PAPER PROPOSAL IS DUE
05/21 FINAL PAPER DUE
Course Requirements:

There will be two tests, which are going to be in the short essay format. The material on which you will be tested will include both textbook content as well as class discussion. *Please note that there will be no extra credit assignments available in this class. Please do not ask. 

Essay: There will be a final essay 2000-3000 words long that will be due at the end of the term. There will be a list of suggested paper topics posted on Blackboard but you may also come up with your own. You will have to submit a paper proposal on or before May 14, which has to be approved by me. The proposal submitted on time will automatically earn you 3% of the essay, which is worth 30% of your grade. Detailed instructions for the essay will be posted on Blackboard. You will be asked to submit your essays at www.turnitin.com in order to insure that no cases of plagiarism occur. For this reason please make sure to cite in accordance with the MLA or the APA format putting direct quotes in quotation marks, and providing a citation to ideas and arguments. Here is a useful link for the proper way of citing: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/. Here is another link that will actually help you generate citations: www.easybib.com. Therefore, I strongly encourage you not to plagiarize because every case of plagiarism will be prosecuted.  
Attendance: Your presence in class is absolutely necessary to ensure the fullest realization of our learning objectives. More than four absences, for any reason, create an academic problem, which may result in you being dropped from the course. Once you have passed the allowed number of absences, a point will be taken off from your attendance points for each additional absence. In total, attendance is 10% of your grade.   

Please be aware that people who are sleeping will be marked absent because it is not enough to be physically present in class. You also have to be conscious. People who are present during a short period of time and leave the classroom for a substantial part of class will also be marked absent. Being in class while attendance is taken is also not enough. You have to be present for the lecture. If you need to leave early, please consult me before class. You may NOT leave without my permission.   

Latenesses will also affect your attendance record. Two latenesses will count as one absence. If you do arrive late, make sure to notify me at the end of the class that you were here. Otherwise, once marked absent, the attendance record will not be changed.
Since your full attention is required, you may not use your laptops or cell phones for taking notes or any other purposes. Please make sure to have a regular notebook. If you nonetheless using your cell phone, you will be asked to leave the class and attendance points will be taken off from your record.    

Participation: Participation is a must! It is 10% of your grade. Participation means contributing to class discussion by raising points or commenting on the material and/or the comments of others. I will be keeping track of each student’s participation. 

Cheating and Plagiarism policy: If you are cheating on a test, you will receive an F on that test (no retakes). If you plagiarize an essay, you will be reported to the Dean of Students and will receive an F for the course due to the violation of the academic integrity. The full penalties of the college will be strictly enforced.  

Here is Baruch’s Policy on Academic Honesty:

Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses.  The following definitions are based on the College's Academic Honesty website:

Cheating is the attempted or unauthorized use of materials, information, notes, study aids, devices or communication during an academic exercise. Examples include but are not limited to:

· Copying from another student during an examination or allowing another to copy your work

· Unauthorized collaborating on a take home assignment or examination

· Using unauthorized notes during a closed book examination

· Using unauthorized electronic devices during an examination

· Taking an examination for another student

· Asking or allowing another student to take an examination for you

· Changing a corrected exam and returning it for more credit

· Submitting substantial portions of the same paper to two classes without consulting the second instructor

· Preparing answers or writing notes in a blue book (exam booklet) before an examination

· Allowing others to research and write assigned papers including the use of commercial term paper services 

Plagiarism is the act of presenting another person's ideas, research or writing as your own, such as:

· Copying another person's actual words without the use of quotation marks and footnotes (a functional limit is four or more words taken from the work of another)

· Presenting another person's ideas or theories in your own words without acknowledging them

· Using information that is not considered common knowledge without acknowledging the source

· Failure to acknowledge collaborators on homework and laboratory assignment

Please see: http://www.baruch.cuny.edu/academic/academic_honesty.html for more details on academic honesty.

Attendance – 10%

Participation – 10%

Essay – 30%

Exam 1 – 25% 

Exam 2 – 25%

Good luck! 
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