PHILO 104. Sec 06 Introduction to Ethics





Room HW 1441
Instructor:






TuTh 4:10 – 5:25PM
Office: 1448 HW
Office Hours: Tuesdays 3pm-4pm or by appointment
Email: 
Books to buy:

1. James Rachels and Stuart Rachels: The Elements of Moral Philosophy [EMT] Seventh Edition (McGraw Hill Paperback) ISBN: 9780078038242
2. The Right Thing to Do [RTD] Sixth Edition(McGraw Hill Paperback) ISBN: 9780078038235
3. Plato. Five Dialogues / Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, Meno, Phaedo. Trans. G. M. A. Grube. 2nd ed. ISBN: 9780872206335[PD].
Additional materials will be assigned throughout the semester and will be made available to you in electronic format. It is YOUR responsibility to download, print and read these materials prior to class from the Dropbox site [DB].
This course provides an introduction to problems of moral philosophy, or ethics. In this course we will examine certain problems that may arise when we try to make moral judgments: problems such as cultural relativism (“What’s right for us is not necessarily right for them”), subjectivism (“What’s right for me is not necessarily right for you”), and the role of religion in morality (e.g., “What’s right is just what God says is right”). We will also consider several historically important and still-prominent theoretical approaches to ethics that claim (most of them, anyway) to provide systematic procedures for answering questions about right and wrong. In addition, we will discuss a variety of important moral issues such as famine relief, euthanasia, capital punishment, and animal rights among others. Throughout, we will seek not so much to form judgments about specific moral issues—most of us do that on our own anyway, though with varying degrees of certitude—but to improve our thinking about the considerations that may count as reasons for and against the moral judgments we are tempted to make.
Course Outline*might be subject to change
Week 1

8/29 First Class: Introduction 

Week 2

9/3 EMP Ch. 1 – What is Morality?; RTD Ch. 1 - A Short Introduction to Moral Philosophy; RTD Ch. 2 – Some Basic Points About Arguments.
9/5 NO CLASS
Week 3

9/10 EMP Ch. 2 – The Challenge of Cultural Relativism; Female circumcision article [DB].
9/12 Essay 1 is due. Plato’s Euthyphro [PD]. 

Week 4
9/17 EMP Ch. 4 – Does Morality Depend on Religion?
9/19 Essay 2 is due. Burton Leiser “Is Homosexuality Unnatural?” [DB].
Week 5
9/24 RTD Ch. 8 - The Virtues Aristotle. 
9/26 EMP Ch. 12 - Virtue Ethics.
Week 6

10/1 REVIEW
10/3 Test 1
Week 7

10/8 Thomas Hobbes "The Social Contract" [DB]; EMP Ch. 6 – The Idea of a Social Contract.
10/10 “Apology,” “Crito” [PD].
Week 8

10/15 NO CLASS: Classes follow Monday schedule 

10/17 Essay 3 is due. RTD Ch. 31 – Letter from the Birmingham City Jail.
Week 9

10/22 RTD Ch. 3 – Utilitarianism.
10/24 EMP Ch. 7 – The Utilitarian Approach.
Week 10

10/29 EMP Ch. 8 – The Debate Over Utilitarianism.
10/31 RTD Ch. 7 – The Categorical Imperative.
Week 11

11/5 EMP Ch. 9 – Are There Absolute Moral Rules?
11/7 Essay 4 is due. EMP Ch. 10 – Kant and Respect for Persons (pp. 139-145)
Week 12

11/12 REVIEW
11/14 Test 2
Week 13

11/19 EMP Ch. 10 – Kant and Respect for Persons (pp. 136-139); RTD Ch. 18 - A Defense of the Death Penalty.
11/21 RTD Ch. 19 - Why The U.S. Will Join The Rest of the World in Abandoning Capital Punishment
Week 14

11/26 RTD Ch. 34 - The Morality of Euthanasia, James Rachels "Active and Passive Euthanasia" [DB]
11/28 NO CLASS – Thanksgiving 

Week 15

12/3 RTD Ch. 35 - The Wrongfulness of Euthanasia.
12/5 RTD Ch. 14 - All Animals Have Rights. 
Week 16

12/10 Essay 5 is due. RTD Ch. 16 - Do Animals Have Rights?; David Foster Wallace "Consider the Lobster" [DB]  
12/12 REVIEW
12/18 Final exam from 3 pm to 5 pm in our usual room (HW 1441.) 
Tests: There will be three tests, which are all in the multiple choice format. The material on which you will be tested will include both textbook content, supplementary texts, and class discussion. There will be extra credit questions on the test that will allow you to earn more than 100% if you answer every question correctly. These extra points will help boost up your grade.
Essays: There will be five short essays 500-700 words long. The essay assignments will be posted on Dropbox to which you must reply on time. Late submissions will not be accepted. Your answers should be very precise, detailed and complete. Each essay will be worth 4%. You will be asked to submit your essays at www.turnitin.com in order to insure that no cases of plagiarism occur. For this reason please make sure to cite in accordance with the MLA or the APA format putting direct quotes in quotation marks, and providing a citation to ideas and arguments. Here is a useful link for the proper way of citing: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/. Here is another link that will actually help you generate citations: www.easybib.com. Therefore, I strongly encourage you not to plagiarize because every case of plagiarism will be prosecuted.  
Attendance: Your presence in class is absolutely necessary to ensure the fullest realization of our learning objectives. More than four absences, for any reason, create an academic problem, which may result in you being dropped from the course. Once you have passed the allowed number of absences, a point will be taken off from your attendance points for each additional absence. In total, attendance is 10% of your grade.  
Please be aware that people who are sleeping will be marked absent because it is not enough to be physically present in class. You also have to be conscious. People who are present during a short period of time and leave the classroom for a substantial part of class will also be marked absent. Being in class while attendance is taken is also not enough. You have to be present for the lecture. If you need to leave early, please consult me before class. You may NOT leave without my permission. 
Latenesses will also affect your attendance record. Two latenesses will count as one absence. If you do arrive late, make sure to notify me at the end of the class that you were here. Otherwise, once marked absent, the attendance record will not be changed.
Since your full attention is required, you may not use your laptops or cell phones for taking notes or any other purposes. Please make sure to have a regular notebook. If you nonetheless caught using your cell phone, you will be asked to leave the class and attendance points will be taken off from your record.    

Participation: Participation is a must! It is worth 10% of your grade. In order to earn the participation points you have to contribute to class discussions or regular basis. 
Cheating and Plagiarism policy: If you are caught cheating on a test, you will receive a zero on that test (no retakes). If your essay is plagiarized, you will be reported to the dean and will receive an F for the course. The full penalties of the college will be strictly enforced.  
Here is Hunter’s Policy on Academic Honesty:

Academic Honesty – Plagiarism
Any deliberate borrowing of the ideas, terms, statements or knowledge of others without clear and specific acknowledgment of the source is plagiarism. It is, in fact, intellectual theft. Serious students, scholars and teachers agree that they cannot tolerate plagiarism. It is not, of course, plagiarism to borrow the ideas, terms, statements or knowledge of others if the source is clearly and specifically acknowledged. Any conscientious student will, from time to time, consult critical material and may wish to include some of the insights, terms or statements encountered. When this happens, the source must be given full credit. This means listing the source in a footnote and/or appended bibliography and footnoting all quotations or close paraphrasing, including the page number of the passage in the source.

Plagiarism will result in disciplinary proceedings. A more detailed explanation of plagiarism and the accepted procedures for acknowledging sources is available from the department of English or the office of the Hunter College Senate.
Academic Honesty – Purchase of Written Assignments and

“Cheating”
Sale of term papers, student essays, reports and other written assignments for use in credit courses is a misdemeanor under section 213-b of the Education Law. This law is interpreted to include material advertised to be used for “research purposes.” The use of material (whether or not purchased) prepared by another and submitted by students as their own will result in disciplinary proceedings.

Similarly, copying or otherwise obtaining another’s answers to questions on examinations or assignments (commonly called “cheating”) will result in disciplinary proceedings.

Please see: http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/studentservices/advising/policies-sub/policies-academic-integrityfor more details on academic honesty.

Attendance – 10%

Participation – 10%

Essays – 20%

Test 1 – 20% 

Test 2 - 20 %

Final Exam – 20%
Good luck! 
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