PHILO 250 Sec 01 Ethics and Society 





Room HW 506
Instructor:








TuF 9:45 AM – 11 AM

Office: 1448 HW

Office Hours: Tuesdays 12.30 pm- 1.30 pm or by appointment

Email: 

Books to buy: 
John Rawls' Justice as Fairness: A Restatement ISBN 978-0674005112 – [JAF].
Robert Nozick's Anarchy, State, and Utopia ISBN 978-0465051007 – [ASU].

Branco Milanovic The Haves and Have Notes: A Brief and Idiosyncratic History of Global Inequality ISBN: 978-0465031412 – [HHN].

Joseph Stiglitz The Price of Inequality: How Today's Divided Society Endangers Our Future ISBN: 978-0393345063 – [PI].
Kate Pickett and Richard Wilkinson The Spirit Level: Why Greater Equality Makes Societies Stronger ISBN: 978-1608193417 [SL].
All other reading materials are posted on Dropbox (indicated on the syllabus as [DB].) Please be sure to create an account and download all the readings. There is a Dropbox app that is available for smartphones and tablets.

Course Description:
The purpose of this course is to introduce key concepts of political and social philosophy, such as liberty, rights, justice, democracy, and equality.  We will look at a number of classical texts such as Mill, Marx, Rawls, and Nozick that examine the foundation of these concepts.  We will also discuss a number of issues that pertain to our everyday lives such as the morality of pornography, the right to healthcare, and equal opportunity for education. We will think about the question of distributive justice, different notions of equality and freedom as it can be had in a social schema.  
Course Requirements:

Long papers: You will be asked to write two long papers (1500-1700 words) on any given topic that interests you. Special essay instructions together with suggested paper topics are posted on Dropbox. Additionally, for each paper you will be asked to write a draft of about 750-1000 words. Your essays will be the revisions of your drafts based on the feedback I provide. Each draft and paper will need to be submitted to www.tunritin.com as a preemptive measure against plagiarism (discussed below) no later than 11.59 pm on a given date. Your class ID number is 7573785, and the class password is polis. To submit your essay to www.turnitin.com, go to http://www.turnitin.com/login_page.asp  and follow the instructions under ‘New students start here’. You do not need to bring a hard copy to class. Here are the dates for each assignment:

Draft 1 is due 3/8.

Paper 1 is due 3/29.

Draft 2 is due 5/7.

Paper 2 is due 5/15.

Each draft is worth 15% of your grade. Each paper is worth 25% of your grade. It is important to submit your papers on time. For every day your paper is late, you will lose 1 point out of 15 or 25 possible points. 
In completing any of your writing assignments, you should look at the following link to understand what sort of paper is a philosophy paper. http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html Attendance: Your presence in class is absolutely necessary to ensure the fullest realization of our learning objectives. More than four absences, for any reason, create an academic problem, which may result in you being dropped from the course. Once you have passed the allowed number of absences, a point will be taken off from your attendance points for each additional absence. In total, attendance is 10% of your grade.   

Please be aware that people who are sleeping will be marked absent because it is not enough to be physically present in class. You also have to be conscious. People who are present during a short period of time and leave the classroom for a substantial part of class will also be marked absent. Being in class while attendance is taken is also not enough. You have to be present for the lecture. If you need to leave early, please consult me before class. You may NOT leave without my permission.   

Latenesses will also affect your attendance record. Two latenesses will count as one absence. If you do arrive late, make sure to notify me at the end of the class that you were here. Otherwise, once marked absent, the attendance record will not be changed.

Since your full attention is required, you may not use your laptops or cell phones for taking notes or any other purposes. Please make sure to have a regular notebook. If you nonetheless caught using your cell phone, you will be asked to leave the class and attendance points will be taken off from your record.    

Participation: Participation is a must! It is 10% of your grade. I will be keeping track of each student’s participation. 

Cheating and Plagiarism policy: If you are cheating on a test, you will receive an F on that test (no retakes). If you plagiarize an essay, you will be reported to the Dean of Students and will receive an F for the course due to the violation of the academic integrity. The full penalties of the college will be strictly enforced.
Here is Hunter’s Policy on Academic Honesty:

Academic Honesty – Plagiarism
Any deliberate borrowing of the ideas, terms, statements or knowledge of others without clear and specific acknowledgment of the source is plagiarism. It is, in fact, intellectual theft. Serious students, scholars and teachers agree that they cannot tolerate plagiarism. It is not, of course, plagiarism to borrow the ideas, terms, statements or knowledge of others if the source is clearly and specifically acknowledged. Any conscientious student will, from time to time, consult critical material and may wish to include some of the insights, terms or statements encountered. When this happens, the source must be given full credit. This means listing the source in a footnote and/or appended bibliography and footnoting all quotations or close paraphrasing, including the page number of the passage in the source.

Plagiarism will result in disciplinary proceedings. A more detailed explanation of plagiarism and the accepted procedures for acknowledging sources is available from the department of English or the office of the Hunter College Senate.
Academic Honesty – Purchase of Written Assignments and

“Cheating”
Sale of term papers, student essays, reports and other written assignments for use in credit courses is a misdemeanor under section 213-b of the Education Law. This law is interpreted to include material advertised to be used for “research purposes.” The use of material (whether or not purchased) prepared by another and submitted by students as their own will result in disciplinary proceedings.

Similarly, copying or otherwise obtaining another’s answers to questions on examinations or assignments (commonly called "cheating”) will result in disciplinary proceedings.

Please see: http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/studentservices/advising/policies-sub/policies-academic-integrity for more details on academic honesty.

Course Outline*might be subject to change
Week 1: Liberty
1/28 First Class: Introduction 

1/31 Isaiah Berlin, “Two Concepts of Liberty.” [DB]
Week 2: Liberty
2/4 John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (Chapters I-II) [DB]
2/7 John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (Chapters III-IV) [DB]
Week 3: Liberty and Security – privacy and surveillance 
2/11 Mill continued
2/14 Mill continued 
Week 4: Liberty and Security – privacy and surveillance
2/18 Jeremy Bentham, “Panopticon” pp. 1-13[DB]; Michel Foucault from Discipline and Punish [DB], Dannah Boyd, “Making Sense of Privacy and Publicity” [DB].  
2/21 Screening We Steal Secretes (2013); Balkin, “The Constitution in the National Surveillance State,” [DB] 
Optional: Kitrosser,““Macro-Transparency” as Structural Directive: A Look at the NSA Surveillance Controversy [DB].
Week 5: Liberty and Security – Privacy and Surveillance

2/25 Screening We Steal Secretes (2013) continued. Bok, “Whistleblowing and Professional Responsibility” [DB]; Cole, “Reviving The Nixon Doctrine: NSA Spying, The Commander-In-Chief, And Executive Power In The War On Terror” [DB]. 
2/28 Posner, “Privacy, Surveillance, and Law” [DB]; Solove ““I’ve Got Nothing to Hide” and Other

Misunderstandings of Privacy” [DB].
Week 6: Free Speech and Pornography 
3/4 Catharine MacKinnon “Pornography, Civil Rights and Speech” [DB].
3/7 Catharine MacKinnon “Pornography, Civil Rights and Speech” – continued [DB]. Draft for paper 1 is due Saturday, March 8 at 11.59 pm the latest. 
Week 7: Silencing and The Right to Free Speech

3/11 Ronald Dworkin “Women and Pornography” NYT [DB].
3/14 Caroline West “The Free Speech Argument against Pornography” [DB].
Week 8: Equality and Power
3/18 Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels "Manifesto of the Communist Party" [DB]. 
3/21 Marx and Engels continued
Week 9: Equality and Power 
3/25 Branco Milanovic, Vignette 2.1 [HHN]; Allen Wood, ‘Marx on Equality’ [DB].
3/28 Branco Milanovic, Vignette 2.2 [HHN], Kate Pickett and Richard Wilkinson, Part One, Chapters 1 through 3 [SL].  Paper 1 is due on Saturday, March 29 at 11.59 pm the latest.
Week 10: Distributive Justice
4/1 Rawls, pp. 1-38 (sec. 1-11) [JAF].
4/4 Rawls, pp. 39-66 (sec. 12-18); pp. 80-89 (sec. 23-25) [JAF].
Week 11: Distributive Justice
4/8 Rawls, pp. 89-106 (sec. 26-30); pp. 130-132 (sec.  39); pp. 148-157 (sec. 45-47); pp. 162-168 (sec. 50) [JAF].
4/11 Rawls continued. 
4/15- 4/22 NO CLASSES – SPRING BREAK

Week 12: Distributive Justice
4/25 Nozick pp. 1-35, pp.48-53 [ASU].
4/29 Nozick, pp. 149-89 [ASU]. 
Week 13: Economics and Health
5/2 Joseph Stiglitz, Chapters 1 through 3 [PI], Milanovic, Vignettes 1.7 and 2.3 [HHN] 
5/6 Pickett and Wilkinson Chapters 4 through 8 [SL] 
Optional: Schlomi Segall, ‘Is Health (Really) Special? Health Policy between Rawlsian and Luck Egalitarian Justice; Michael Marmot (Professor of Epidemiology and Public Health), ‘Global Inequalities – Implications for Research, Practice, and Policy.’ Available here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTni72CPeoA

Draft for paper 2 is due on Saturday, May 7 at 11.59 pm the latest.
Week 14: Inequality and Education
5/9 Pickett and Wilkinson Chapters 12 [SL]
5/13 Sean Reardon, ‘No Rich Child Left Behind’ (NY Times, 27 April 2013) 

The San Jose letter to Michael Sandel 

Optional:

Chronicle piece by Jennifer Morton:

http://chronicle.com/blogs/conversation/2013/07/29/unequalclassrooms-what-online-education-cannot-teach/

Paper 2 is due on Sunday, May 15 at 11.59 pm the latest. 
Attendance – 10%

Participation – 10%

Draft 1 – 15%

Paper 1 – 25%

Draft 2 – 15%

Paper 2 – 25%

Good luck! 
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