Philosophy 200 Sec 01: Philosophy of Love and Sex               
          TueFri Room HW 412
Instructor:



       

      
          11.10 AM - 12:25 PM                                                            

Office: HW 1448 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 12.30 to 1.30 pm 
Required Books:

Plato: Symposium. Translated by Nehamas and Woodruff (Hackett Publishing Company)

Robert Stewart: Philosophical Perspectives on Sex and Love (Oxford University Press).
Available at Shakespeare and Co. (939 Lexington Avenue b/w 69th and 68th St.)
Some Recommended Books:

Bloom, Allan David. Love and Friendship. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1993. Print.

Foucault, Michel. The History of Sexuality. New York: Pantheon, 1978. Print.

Frankfurt, Harry G. The Reasons of Love. Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 2004. Print.
Helm, Bennett W. Love, Friendship, and the Self: Intimacy, Identification, and the Social Nature of Persons. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2010. Print.

Jollimore, Troy A. Love's Vision. Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 2011. Print.
Singer, Irving. The Nature of Love. Chicago: University of Chicago, 1984. Print.
Soble, Alan The Philosophy of Sex: Contemporary Readings. By Alan Soble and Nicholas Power. Lanham, MD: Rowman& Littlefield, 2012. Print.

-- Eros, Agape, and Philia: Readings in the Philosophy of Love. New York, NY: Paragon House, 1989. Print.
Solomon, Robert C. About Love: Reinventing Romance for Our times. Indianapolis: Hackett Pub., 2006. Print.

Solomon, Robert C., and Kathleen Marie Higgins. The Philosophy of (erotic) Love. Lawrence, Kan.: University of Kansas, 1991. Print.
Additional reading materials are posted on Dropbox. Please be sure to create an account and download all the readings. The readings posted on Dropbox are designated by [DB] on the syllabus. 

There is a Dropbox app that is available for smartphones and tablets.
Love and sex are essential to human life, and many would argue that our intimate relationships are the key to self-esteem, fulfillment, and even happiness itself. In fact, our intimate relationships are probably more important to our sense of well-being than our careers. Yet we spend tremendously little time thinking about love and sex. In this course, you will be asked to reflect on the most intimate sphere of human experience. 
We will explore several philosophical problems arising from reflection on romantic love and sex including the nature of love, the relationship between value and desire, the rationality of emotion, the issue of irreplaceability. In addition, we’ll look at moral questions concerning sex and discuss why certain practices are considered perverse or immoral, whether consent is a necessary and/or sufficient condition for legitimate sexual intercourse. Furthermore, we will look at the problem of objectification in pornography and will consider some feminist arguments that claim that pornography subordinates and silences women. At the end of the course we will look at one particular way of bringing love and sex together – marriage. In particular we will examine the problem of promising to love some future self, who hasn’t come into existence yet. 
The goal of the class is to be useful to you in your own lives. Reflection on personal experience, beliefs, and values will be central to the course as a whole. I hope that in the end you will obtain a better understanding of your own beliefs, and values about love and sex and you will acquire tools for thinking about problems concerning this topic.   
Course Outline *Subject to Change
1/28 Introduction

I. The Nature of Romantic Love

a. Introduction to Theories of Love
1/31 Symposium- read the whole thing.
Recommended: Neu "Plato's Homoerotic Symposium" [DB]. 
2/4 Symposium - continued
2/7 Symposium – continued; Nussbaum, “The Speech of Alcibiades” [DB]
2/11 Nygren, “Eros and Agape” [DB].
2/14 Quiz 1. Brentlinger, “The Nature of Love” [DB]
b. Union Theories
2/18 Nozick, “Love's Bond.” 
Recommended: David Hamlyn "The Phenomena of Love and Hate" [DB], Ben Ze'ev "Hating the Ones You Love" [DB], Delaney "Romantic Love and Loving Commitment" [DB].
2/21 Sartre, “First Attitude Toward Others.”
2/25 Beauvoir, from the Woman in Love.  

Recommended: Kathryn Pauly Morgan "Analysis of Beauvoir" [DB].

c. Appraisal vs. Bestowal
2/28 Singer, “Appraisal and Bestowal.
Recommended: Stendhal "On Love" [DB], de Sousa "Love as Theater" [DB]. 
3/4 Velleman, “Love as a Moral Emotion” [DB].
3/7 Quiz 2. Velleman, “Love as a Moral Emotion” [DB] - continued
Recommended: Callcutt "Tough Love" [DB], Millgram "Kantian Crystallization" [DB]. Draft for paper 1 is due on Sunday, 3/9.
3/11 Grau, “Irreplaceability and Unique Value” [DB].

Recommended: Kraut "Love De Re" [DB], Grau "Love and History" [DB].
3/14 Kolodny, “Love as Valuing a Relationship” pp. 135-153 [DB].
3/18 Smuts “In Defense of No-Reasons View of Love” [DB].
3/21 Smuts “In Defense of No-Reasons View of Love” [DB] – continued. 
3/25 Quiz 3. de Sousa “Love and Reasons” [DB].    
Recommended: Thomas "Reasons for Loving" [DB], Søren Kierkegaard "Don Juan's Secret."
II. Sex

a. Sexual Norms

3/28 Wojtyla, “Periodic Continence” [DB]. First Paper is due on Sunday, 3/30. 
4/1 Kant, “Duties Towards the Body in Respect of Sexual Impulse” and “Crimina Carnis.” 
4/4 Kant, “Duties Towards the Body in Respect of Sexual Impulse” and “Crimina Carnis” – continued.  
Recommended: Finnis "The Wrong of Homosexuality" [DB], Koppelman "Homosexuality and Infertility" [DB], Leiser "Homosexuality and the "Unnaturalness Argument" [DB].

4/8 Nagel, “Sexual Perversion.”
Recommended: Goldman "Plain Sex" [DB], Shaffer "Sexual Desire" [DB]. 
4/11 Solomon, “Sexual Paradigms” [DB].
4/15- 4/22 NO CLASSES – SPRING BREAK

4/25 Quiz 4. Moulton, “Sexual Behavior: Another Position” [DB]; Ruse, “Is Homosexuality Bad Sexuality?”
Recommended: Gray, "Sex and Sexual Perversion" [DB], Levy, "What (if anything) Is Wrong With Bestiality" [DB], Primoratz, "Sexual Perversion" [DB], Lee, "Sadomasochism: An Ethical Analysis."
b. Use, Objectification and Consent 

4/29 Mappes, “Sexual Morality and the Concept of Using Another Person” [DB]
5/2 Klepper, “Sexual Exploitation and the Value of Persons” [DB].
Recommended: Nussbaum "Objectification" [DB]. Draft for paper 2 is due on Sunday, 5/4.
d. Commitment and Marriage

5/6 Elliston, “In Defense of Promiscuity.” 
5/9 Quiz 5. Wasserstrom, “Is Adultery Immoral?”
5/13 Mendus, “Marital Faithfulness” [DB] 
Recommended: Martin, "Love's Constancy" [DB], Moller, "An Argument Against Marriage" [DB]. 
The second paper is due on Tuesday, May 20.
Course Requirements:

There will be two long papers for this course. Each paper should be 1500-1700 words-long, not including the Bibliography page. Specific instructions as to the format of the paper, submission requirements, dates, and suggested topics are provided on Dropbox. Each paper will also require a draft which should be 750-1000 words-long. You will be asked to submit your papers to www.turnitin.com to ensure that no violation of academic honesty occurred. For this reason please make sure to cite in accordance with the MLA or the APA format putting direct quotes in quotation marks, and providing footnotes or a parenthesis citations to ideas and arguments. The violators will be punished in accordance with Hunter’s Academic Honesty policy.   

Quizzes. Please refer to the tentative schedule to see the dates on which the quizzes will take place. You will be tested on major terms and arguments that appear in the assigned readings. Your answers must be very precise and as detailed as possible. Each quiz will be worth 4%. There will be 5 quizzes in total. The quizzes will take place in class and will be 15 minutes long. Quizzes cannot be retaken, and no make ups will be offered for missed quizzes.   
Attendance: Your presence in class is absolutely necessary to ensure the fullest realization of our learning objectives. More than four absences, for any reason, create an academic problem, which may result in you being dropped from the course. Once you have passed the allowed number of absences, a point will be taken off from your attendance points for each additional absence. In total, attendance is 10% of your grade.   

Please be aware that people who are sleeping will be marked absent because it is not enough to be physically present in class. You also have to be conscious. People who are present during a short period of time and leave the classroom for a substantial part of class will also be marked absent. Being in class while attendance is taken is also not enough. You have to be present for the lecture. If you need to leave early, please consult me before class. You may NOT leave without my permission.   

Latenesses will also affect your attendance record. Two latenesses will count as one absence. If you do arrive late, make sure to notify me at the end of the class that you were here. Otherwise, once marked absent, the attendance record will not be changed.

Since your full attention is required, you may not use your laptops or cell phones for taking notes or any other purposes. Please make sure to have a regular notebook. If you nonetheless caught using your cell phone, you will be asked to leave the class and attendance points will be taken off from your record.    

Participation: Participation is a must! It is 10% of your grade. I will be keeping track of each student’s participation. 

Cheating and Plagiarism policy: If you are cheating on a quiz, you will receive a zero on that quiz (no retakes). If you plagiarize a draft or an essay, you will be reported to the Dean of Students and will receive an F for the course due to the violation of the academic integrity. The full penalties of the college will be strictly enforced.  

Here is Hunter’s Policy on Academic Honesty:

Academic Honesty – Plagiarism
Any deliberate borrowing of the ideas, terms, statements or knowledge of others without clear and specific acknowledgment of the source is plagiarism. It is, in fact, intellectual theft. Serious students, scholars and teachers agree that they cannot tolerate plagiarism. It is not, of course, plagiarism to borrow the ideas, terms, statements or knowledge of others if the source is clearly and specifically acknowledged. Any conscientious student will, from time to time, consult critical material and may wish to include some of the insights, terms or statements encountered. When this happens, the source must be given full credit. This means listing the source in a footnote and/or appended bibliography and footnoting all quotations or close paraphrasing, including the page number of the passage in the source.

Plagiarism will result in disciplinary proceedings. A more detailed explanation of plagiarism and the accepted procedures for acknowledging sources is available from the department of English or the office of the Hunter College Senate.
Academic Honesty – Purchase of Written Assignments and

“Cheating”
Sale of term papers, student essays, reports and other written assignments for use in credit courses is a misdemeanor under section 213-b of the Education Law. This law is interpreted to include material advertised to be used for “research purposes.” The use of material (whether or not purchased) prepared by another and submitted by students as their own will result in disciplinary proceedings.

Similarly, copying or otherwise obtaining another’s answers to questions on examinations or assignments (commonly called “cheating”) will result in disciplinary proceedings.

Please see: http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/studentservices/advising/policies-sub/policies-academic-integrityfor more details on academic honesty.

Attendance – 10%

Participation – 10%

Quizzes – 20%

1st Paper Draft – 10%

1st Paper – 20%

2nd Paper Draft – 10% 

2nd Paper – 20 %

Good luck! 
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