Introduction to Ethics
Tues/Fri 8:10-9:25, HW 506
Katherine Mendis, Instructor

Office:  HW 1448

Office Hours:  Tues/Fri 9:30-10:00, 

or by appointment
Contact info:  kmendis@gc.cuny.edu  

(I do NOT check my Hunter College email address.)  I will regularly post announcements on Blackboard.  It is your responsibility to check the site, and ensure that e-mails sent from Blackboard will reach an address that you regularly check.  
Readings: There is no textbook for this class. All readings are available on our class’ eRes site:  http://hunter.docutek.com/eres/coursepass.aspx?cid=4573 The password is “mendis104.”
Course Grade:

· 30% of course grade:  Midterm Exam 

· 30% of course grade: Final Exam (Friday, May 23 9-11:00)

· 40% of course grade:  Four short (two-page, double spaced) reading response papers (each graded Pass/Fail and worth 25% of course grade).  For more information, see the “Paper Assignment Sheet.”

· There is no extra credit in this class.
Missed Tests:  If you miss an exam, you must document (e.g. doctor’s note) a reason for your absence in order to take a make-up.  
Late Papers:  If you turn in an assignment late without (a) documenting a reason or (b) discussing the situation with me beforehand, you will not receive more than half-credit on the paper.
Class Participation:   


Students who excel in class participation will receive an increase of 1/3 letter grade (e.g., a B becomes a B+) on their final grade.  Excelling in class participation includes consistently:
· Contributing to class discussion frequently with questions and comments that reflect that you have read the assigned texts.

· Maintaining a respectful tone toward your instructor and fellow students.

· Avoiding rude behaviors like texting, listening to music, frequent tardiness, or sleeping.  

Accommodations for Students With Disabilities:
In compliance with the ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, Hunter College is committed to ensuring educational access and accommodations for all its registered students.  Hunter College’s students with disabilities and medical conditions are encouraged to register with the Office of AccessABILITY for assistance and accommodation.  For information visit the Office of AccessABILITY in Room E1214, or call (212) 772-4857 or TTY (212) 650-3230.

Statement on Academic Integrity:  

Hunter College regards acts of academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on examinations, obtaining unfair advantage, and falsification of records and official documents) as serious offenses against the values of intellectual honesty.  The college is committed to enforcing the CUNY Policy on Academic Integrity and will pursue cases of academic dishonesty according to the Hunter College Integrity Procedures.

Course Goals:


In this course, students will develop: 

· an understanding of the questions and concepts that make up the field of ethics 
· a familiarity with the central ethical theories of Western philosophy, and

· the ability to examine complex moral questions critically.
Course Description:

Why should we be good?  If you and I disagree about what is good, how do we figure out whose view is correct?  What is a good life?  What does it mean to be a good person, and how does one get that way?  Do we have the power to choose between good and bad things?  Can we figure out what is good by thinking rationally, or do our emotions tell us what is good?  How can free people be bound by universal rules about what is good?  What principles should guide our actions, our judgments of others’ actions, and the social and political institutions that we endorse?  Does it benefit us to do good things?  If a society has oppressed a certain group of people, can we trust the views about what is good that have arisen in that society?  

Since ancient times, philosophers have tried to answer these questions through critical analysis and argument.  In this course we will consider these and other questions, and analyze the ideas that the most prominent minds in the history of Western moral philosophy have offered in response.  The format of the course will include both lecture and discussion.  We will begin our examination of each philosopher’s theories by looking closely at the texts, and will also consider current controversies and conflicts in light of the primary texts we discuss.  Test questions will be drawn from the texts assigned for class, as well as material presented during lectures.

